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EARLY SAFETY ALERT No: 01/2018 

Non Authentic Test Certificate for mooring rope 

HBMCI raises awareness to the ships’ Managing Companies as well as to all other interested parties, in 
order to recognize the attached to this alert document (Figure 2) as Non-authentic and therefore not to 
consider the data contained in it as true.  
 

Moreover, HBMCI strongly recommends to all parties related to the supply and survey process of marine 

equipment, and especially of critical safety equipment components, to verify the authenticity of 

documentation certifying the characteristics of such equipment, by communicating directly with the 

issuing organization written on them. 

Accident by which this Safety Early Alert was 
induced: 

Parting of a ship’s mooring line and death of one crew 
member. 

Safety Early Alert addressed to: 
All parties related to the supply and survey process of 
marine equipment. 

Date of publication: 17/07/2018 
 

Narrative and factual information of the casualty and analysis of contributing factors and 
conclusions that the Safety Early Alert is addressing: 
This Early Safety Alert raises awareness of a potentially dangerous circumstance involving ships’ mooring 
lines for which no Certification relevant to their required Minimum Breaking Load is available. 
During the safety investigation of a marine casualty by the Hellenic Bureau for Marine Casualties 
Investigation – HBMCI according to the provisions of Law 4033/2011 (Official Gazette A’ 264) which 
incorporated Directive 2009/18/EC, the following data emerged.  
During the casualty, a mooring line of a ship parted. The breakage areas on both of the parts after the 
casualty are displayed in Figure no 1. 
 

The abovementioned mooring line had been received by its supplier accompanied by the document 
entitled as “Test Certificate”, displayed in Figure 2. However, during the ongoing investigation procedure it 
emerged that said document had not been issued by the issuing organization indicated upon it 
(Classification Society DNV-GL). Therefore, the document presented as the “Test Certificate” of the 
mooring line used during the investigated marine casualty was not authentic, resulting to the lack of 
available evidence for the verification of the mooring line’s characteristics and specifications. 
In addition to the above, the parted mooring line was not permanently marked in order its positive 
identification to be feasible.  
 

Reviewing the above, HBMCI raises awareness to the ships’ Managing Companies as well as to all other 
interested parties, in order to recognize the attached to this alert document (Figure no 2) as Non-authentic 
and therefore not to consider the data contained in it as true and notify the competent Authorities.  
 

Moreover, HBMCI strongly recommends to all parties related to the supply and survey process of marine 
equipment, and especially of critical safety equipment components, to verify the authenticity of 
documentation certifying the characteristics of such equipment, by communicating directly with the 
issuing organization written on them. 
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Figure no 1: Both parts of the mooring line after its breakage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the following page (Figure no 2) the Non-authentic document issued for the parted mooring line is 
displayed. 
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Figure no 2: The non-authentic document presented along with the parted mooring line. 

*: The personal data (names and signatures) of the representatives of the organization 
indicated as the issuing organization of the document have been covered, according to 
the provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation. 

 


